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May 14, 2020  

Dear Parents and Staff,  

Below are the latest updates from the District.   

Annual Election & Budget Vote: 

As we have mentioned in earlier correspondence June 9th has been set as the date for all New York State 

school district’s Annual Election & Budget Votes.   This year there are two Board trustee seats with 

expiring terms currently held by Tara Hackett and Susan McNulty.  Mrs. Hackett is running for re-

election.  Mrs. McNulty has recently been appointed as the Executive Director of the Department of 

Special Education by the Nassau BOCES Board of Education, and has made the difficult decision not to 

run for re-election.  We have 3 additional candidates seeking election; Christine Ferazani, Joseph 

Hunsberger and Gregg Spaulding.  PTA Council is planning for a remote Candidates Forum. More 

information regarding the Candidates Forum will be shared in the coming days.   

After the Board holds its annual Budget Hearing on May 27th at 7PM, absentee ballots along with a 

postage paid return envelope will be mailed to all registered voters.  The completed ballot must be mailed 

or hand delivered to the District and must be received no later than 5PM on June 9th to be 

counted.  Attached for your reference is a sample ballot.    

Opening Outdoor Facilities 

Governor Cuomo recently announced that as the State enters Phase 1 of its reopening, certain statewide 

low-risk, outdoor activities may begin to resume on Friday, May 15th.  It is important, however, to note 

that social distancing guidelines have not been suspended.  Therefore, we will reopen the track and field 

at South Side High School, the track, field and tennis courts at South Side Middle School and the tennis 

courts at Hewitt School.  These outdoor spaces will be monitored by our security staff to ensure that 

there is no congregation of groups of more than 3 individuals unless they are family units.  All school 

playgrounds and school buildings will remain closed.  All fields at Hewitt, Covert, Riverside, Watson 

and Wilson will also remain closed.  

Selection of Instruments 

Parents of 3rd graders (rising 4th graders) will be receiving an email regarding the selection of band and 

orchestra instruments for the upcoming school year.  The email will give instructions to follow in order 

to provide us with your child’s 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices of instruments.   

National Prevention Week  
The Rockville Centre School District joins our state and national efforts in recognizing National Prevention 

Week, celebrated from May 10th -May 16th.  Prevention messaging is especially important during the 

COVID-19 pandemic as students are experiencing isolation and some frustration over missed events and 

time with friends.  

http://www.rvcschools.org/


New York State Office of Addiction Services and Supports (OASAS) and Nassau County have provided us 

with resources to help you address the following sensitive topics with your children:   

1. Supporting our children in managing stress and calming fears with changes resulting from COVID-19 
2. 8 ways to connect with children, teens & young adults 
3. Conversation starters  
4. Making the talk count at every age 
5. Talking about consequences 
6. Tips for managing addiction during Covid 19 

These resources will help you start the conversation about avoiding substance use, enhance communication 

and relationships, and address stressors associated with our current health crisis.  Click here to view.  
Never stop talking.  Although talking about alcohol, drugs, and gambling with your children may be 

daunting, we encourage you to use the opportunities you may have now, while sharing time in your homes 

with your children, to help them make healthy decisions. Children are vulnerable in these uncertain times, 

especially when they are experiencing time away from friends and their normal routine.  

Parent Survey 
As you may recall, we had indicated that the school district was developing a survey about remote 

learning.  The survey is completed and will be emailed to families on Monday, May 18, 2020.  The survey 

should take about ten minutes to fill out for each child you have at home.  We hope that you will be able to 

take the time to fill out this information, so that we can continue to modify and improve the services that we 

provide to your children.   Instructions on how to fill out and submit the survey will be included in the email 

that accompanies the survey on Monday.   

COVID-Self Reporting:  
We continue to encourage anyone in the community who has tested positive or has been in close contact with 

someone who has tested positive to email the District at COVID-selfreporting@rvcschools.org.  

We encourage our families to regularly visit our website for information about the District and the services 

that we continue to provide.  In addition, we ask you to continue to follow the guidelines for social 

distancing.  Be safe and be well.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

William H. Johnson, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.rvcschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=494107&pageId=12014229

